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Preface: 

If someone is to be named in honorarium, I think it is important to know and remember who they 

were.  And, I believe an organization should remember its roots.  This is my humble attempt at 

documenting the history of the Bonner County Amateur Radio Club (BCARC). 

It’s a little hard to create variety when documenting facts using news articles so forgive me if the 

reporting of the years seems redundant.  I have opted to place supporting articles/documentation 

within each year so that long scrolling time is eliminated should you want to review a particular 

documentation.   To make many of them readable I had to resize them which, makes them a little 

blurred and the page count much larger than I would like, and created some weird page 

breaks.  If news articles have the same wording but published on different dates within the same 

year I only show one of the articles with the dates of publication above the article. 

In May of 1969 The Sandpoint Daily Bee absorbed the Sandpoint News Bulletin.  In 1988 The 

Sandpoint Daily Bee was purchased by the Hagadone Media Group and became The Bonner 

County Daily Bee.  I have reached out to the Daily Bee’s Managing Editor to see if we could get 

some non-profit coverage on their events page to no avail (did not even receive a courtesy reply). 

Thanks go out to Gary Dingman - KG7CSD and Daryl Baird - K6KRG for their help. 

If anyone can add to this history by providing insight into the blank years, adding milestones, 

events, or your memorable occasions, or suggestions, it would be highly appreciated (especially 

regarding the past Presidents of the Club (next to last page)). 

You can email me @: K2KKB@proton.me 

  

mailto:K2KKB@proton.me


 

 One of the Club’s Founders and the Club’s Honorarium 
Malcolm Neal Fredstrom was born 9 February 1931 in Sandpoint, Bonner County.  He passed away on 12 January 

2003 in Sandpoint at the age of 71.  Neal is buried in Mount Olivet Cemetery in Anaconda, Deer Lodge County, 

Montana, USA.  Neal had two brothers Darrell A. Fredstrom 1934–2009 and Bruce Arbie Fredstrom 1942-2012. 

After moving to Sandpoint his parents, Malcolm Claude Fredstrom 1909–1998 and Cleo Audrey Van Patten 

Fredstrom 1909–2005, became active in the social activities of Sandpoint, as did their descendents.  The Fredstrom 

women are frequently mentioned engaging the local activities. 

Neal married Geraldine Naomi Farrar on 20 May 1952, in Bonner, Idaho.  They were the parents of three boys 

and one girl (Kris Ann 1955-2003, Michael Neil 1959–1959, Paul Neal 1961–1981, and Mark Arbie 1963-2006).  

On February 5, 1983 he married Lillian Yvonne "Poody" Janosko. 

 
Photo courtesy of Daryl Baird K6KRG 

While I found no records as to his employment, he probably worked for the General Telephone Co. as he received a 

9 year pin for being accident free.  

Neal was active in Civil Defense and amateur radio.  His original call sign may have been KD7UJD as a search of 

that call sign comes back to K7JEP. 

It was Neal, Marvin Leach, and Charles Spealman that were the driving forces behind creating BCARC with Neal 

being named the first president, at that time called chairman, of the Club. (May do research for them later) 

  



  ********January 19, 1961 (BCARC formed) ********* 

The first mention of the Club is an article in the Sandpoint News-Bulletin dated February 2, 1961; it announced the 

Club would meet at 7:00 p.m. in the district courtroom at the county courthouse (apparently this remained the 

meeting place until May). 

On page 3, it states that on January 19 a new organization to be known as the Bonner County Amateur Radio Club 

was formed.  Neal Fredstrom was chosen as chairman, Marvin Leach as vice chairman, and Charles Spealman as 

secretary- treasurer.  Other appointees were Roger Williams and Glen Rusk, both appointed as directors, and Jeff 

Woodhouse as the membership Chairman.  

In June they had eight members and six assistants participate in the ARRL field day exercise.  They made 56 

contacts in seven hours using emergency power and an additional 148 on commercial power. 

Page 1 of the Sandpoint News Bulletin on February 2nd, 1961 

 
Page 3 of the Sandpoint News Bulletin on February 2nd, 1961 

 
  



Page 1 of the Sandpoint News Bulletin on June 29th, 1961 

 
 

   ********************1962******************* 

In an article dated January 25 several insights of the past year were revealed. 

By the end of the first year, Charles Spealman had resigned due to business commitments with Jeff Woodhouse 

replacing him.  Marvin Leach had moved to Seattle and Fred Arndt had replaced him. 

In May a building at the airport was obtained for a meeting place and club room and, after much renovation and 

donated wood, a lease was negotiated with the owner.   

Additional insight was given regarding the previous year’s field day event.  The generator had been borrowed and 

failed after seven hours requiring them to go back to commercial power.  Their score was 660 points with contacts in 

19 states and 2 Canadian provinces on three bands. 

They were also the owners of a complete radio station and antenna system. 

The Club held its first annual business meeting on January 25
th

  and at that meeting Fred Arndt was elected as 

chairman, Don LaMoreaux as vice chairman, and Jeff Woodhouse as secretary-treasurer.  Apparently, the directors 

were changed to only one as Glen Rusk is the only one mentioned.  Meetings were being held on the 1
st
 and 3

rd
 

Thursdays’ of the month at 7:30 p.m. at the clubhouse on N. Boyer and Airport Rd. 



Page 5 of the Sandpoint News Bulletin on January 25th, 1962 

 

 

   ********************1963******************* 

Nothing found for 1963. 

   ********************1964****************** 

Their annual business meeting and upcoming election of officers was announced in the Sandpoint News-Bulletin to 

be held on the 16
th

 of January at the Pastime following a “Dutch Treat” dinner at 6:30 p.m.  The results of that 

election, along with the meeting time and place at the airport, were published on the 6
th

 of February.  Neal Fredstrom 

was re-elected chairman, Glen Rusk as vice chairman, and Blaine Sisson as secretary-treasurer. 

After their meeting of 20
th

 of February, the Club adjourned to the home of the LaMoreaux’s to celebrate their 22
nd

 

wedding anniversary.  Members attending were Charles Spealman, Roger Williams, Fred and Paul Arndt, Curtis 

Reed, and Blaine Sisson.  Their next meeting of March 5
th

 at their clubhouse was also announced. 



In response to an earthquake in Alaska, local hams set up a relay in early February to handle emergency 

communications to and from the affected area.  They reached as far as St. Albins, N. Y.  A note of the scheduled 

meeting at the airport was also included.  (As the first column was extremely hard to read, I have transcribed it.) 

Page 1 of the Sandpoint News Bulletin on January 16th, 1964 

 

 

Page 1 of the Sandpoint News Bulletin on February 6th, 1964 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Page 5 of the Sandpoint News Bulletin on  February 27th, 1964 

 

Page 11 of the Sandpoint News Bulletin on April 2nd, 1964 

“Relatives of Local People Not Hurt in Alaskan Catastrophe” 

Ham Operators Busy 

A number of local amateur radio operators joined with hundreds of others throughout the 

country in handling emergency communications to and from the striken area. 

Neal Frestrom, K7JEP, took messages and relayed by telephone to Washington D.C., 

 

  



   ********************1965******************* 

There was a “no host” dinner at the Pastime for its annual business meeting with meetings again being specified as 

the 1
st
 and 3

rd
 Thursdays’ of the month at the airport on the 21

st
 of January. 

A 16
th

 of December article announced its December 16
th

 meeting at the airport. 

 

Page 2 of the Sandpoint News Bulletin on January 21st, 1965 

 

Page 13 of the Sandpoint News Bulletin on December 16th, 1965 

 

 

   ********************1966****************** 

The years of 1966, 1967, and 1968 showed an increase in news coverage of the Club with six articles in 1966, nine 

in 1967, and six in 1968. 

The Club started 1966 off with an announcement on the 6
th

 January of its annual business meeting on 20
th

 of January 

at the Pastime Restaurant.  The results were posted on the 27
th

  with Jim Wienand elected as president, Roger 

Williams as vice president, Curtis Reed as secretary-treasurer, and Fred Arndt as director (notice that this is first 

time the designation was changed from chairman to president).  Meetings were still being held at the airport. 



In July the Club helped clean-up vandalism to Camp Stidwell at Mirror Lake. 

A Club meeting announcement was published for October 6
th
 at the airport. 

A November 10
th

 article indicates the first time the Club was asked to become involved with Civil Defense.  Jim 

Bixler, the county civil defense coordinator, appeared at the meeting asking for a qualified person take over the 

operation of the Sandpoint link in the Idaho civil defense radio network.  Jim Weinand agreed to use his own 

equipment to link with Boise contacts and coordinate local efforts.  Bixler also requested members help with 

radiological monitoring.  

The year closed out with a meeting notice for 17
th

 November’s meeting at the airport. 

Page 3 of the Sandpoint News Bulletin on January 6th, 1966 

 

Page 1 of the Sandpoint News Bulletin on January 27th, 1966 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Page 1 of the Sandpoint News Bulletin on July 14th, 1966 

 

Page 1 of the Sandpoint News Bulletin on October 6th, 1966 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Page 9 of the Sandpoint News Bulletin on November 10th, 1966 

 

 

Page 15 of the Sandpoint News Bulletin on November 17th, 1966 

 



   ********************1967****************** 

It was reported that the Club held its annual business meeting on 26
th

 January at the Pastime Café with nine 

members present.  Fred Arndt (W7IDA) was elected president, Don LaMoreaux (K7UBP) was elected vice 

president, Delar Messsmore (WA7CGX) was elected secretary-treasurer, and Blaine Sisson was elected as a 

director.  The Club again seems to have increased its officers as the article states that Sisson was one director and 

the president would appoint other directors and the sergeant-at-arms. 

The Civil Air Patrol attended the February 9
th

 meeting asking that BCARC provide communications for the newly 

organized Sandpoint Squadron.   No one offered assistance at the meeting.  At its March 9
th

 meeting the Club 

decided not to commit itself to participation in the new Civil Air Patrol Squadron.  It did leave it open for individual 

members to participate should they chose to do so.  At this meeting they began planning for the upcoming field day 

event. 

March 2
nd

, April 6
th

, and June 1
st
 articles were announcements of meeting dates with the Club meetings still being 

held at the airport. 

While no mention of a field day was found in 1966, an article dated June 22
nd

 states the 1967 field day would be 

held at the airport using a special antenna setup for the event and using its own generator.  It mentions the 1966 field 

day as being in another location and the members thought the mineral content of the area had a deterrent effect. 

A photograph was published with a caption regarding the field day event on July 6
th

. (Photo not copied as it was 

unrecognizable.) 

An April 3
rd

 article notes that the Spokane Radio Club would handle the communications for the Scout’s XII World 

Jamboree.  The Spokane Club was chosen due to its size.  There is no mention of any assistance from BCARC. 

  Page 2 of the Sandpoint News Bulletin on January 26th, 1967 

 



Page 12 of the Sandpoint News Bulletin on February 9th, 1967 

 

Page 1 of the Sandpoint News Bulletin on March 2nd, 1967 

 

Page 5 of the Sandpoint News Bulletin on March 9th, 1967 

 



 

Page 1 of the Sandpoint News Bulletin on April 6th, 1967 

 

Page 3 of the Sandpoint News Bulletin on June 1st, 1967 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  

Page 1 of the Sandpoint News Bulletin on June 22nd, 1967 

 

Page 8 of the Sandpoint News Bulletin on July 6th, 1967 

 



   ********************1968****************** 

The annual business meeting and dinner was held at the Pastime Café on 21
st
 of January with ten 

members present.  The results were reported on the 25
th 

with Roger Williams elected as 

president, Blaine Sisson as vice president, Fred Arndt as secretary-treasurer.  Glen Rusk was 

named as a director.  The Club was still meeting on the 1
st
 and 3

rd
 Thursdays’ but the location 

changed to the old dog pound site west of the airport. 

The Club participated in the ARRL field day on the weekend of June 22
nd

 at their building west 

of the airport (I assume this is the dog pound location mentioned earlier). 

Page 17 of the Sandpoint News Bulletin on July 27th, 1967 

 

 



One of the guiding forces of the Club, Charles Spealman, became a silent key on the 15
th

 July 

1968.  A copy of the 1968 Radio Amateurs Handbook was given to the Sandpoint Library in his 

honor on the 22
nd

. 

December saw the opening of an International Harvester truck dealership with the owner, 

Edmund Bourne, a member of the Club.  He was to become president the next year. 

Page 8 of the Sandpoint News Bulletin on January 11th, 1968 

 

Page 2 of the Sandpoint News Bulletin on January 25th, 1968 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Page 2 of the Sandpoint News Bulletin on June 27th, 1968 

 



Page 1 of the Sandpoint News Bulletin on July 18th, 1968 

 

Page 5 of the Sandpoint News Bulletin on July 31st, 1968 

 



Page 3 of the Sandpoint News Bulletin on December 4th, 1968 

 

 

 

   ********************1969****************** 

There was only one article in 1969 that was dated 23
rd

 of January.  In it was the annual business meeting at the 

Pastime Café with eight members and three wives attending.  Edmund Bourne was elected president, Fred Carlisle 

as vice president, Don Dundon was made secretary, and Jim Weinand the director.  

The Club was still meeting bi-monthly but had apparently changed locations again.  This time it is on the country 

road between Great Northern and Gooby & Sons Meat Co.; this location may have been the dog pound mentioned 

earlier. 

The article also mentions the Club’s participation in the ARRL field days and states it has facilities for teaching code 

as well as a licensed radio facility. 

It notes that Bourne was also active as a radioman for the local Civil Air Patrol. 

In that year BCARC became an ARRL Affiliated Club. 

  



Page 3 of the Sandpoint News Bulletin on January 23rd, 1969 

 

 

   ********************1970****************** 

As a side note:  The Daily Bee reported in its March 3
rd

 issue a ham operator of Orem Utah being arrested for 

transmitting on an illegal radio frequency (jamming Utah’s Civil Defense Radio System). 

 

   ********************1971****************** 

I found no articles for 1971. 

 

   ********************1972****************** 

1972 only had one article regarding the Club’s participation in the annual Fly-In. 

  



Page 16 of the Daily Bee on May 24th, 1972 

 

 

 

 

   ********************1973****************** 

The Club was apparently struggling in the early 70’s. 

It starts off with the Club assisting the 73 Fly-In with planning on 8
th

 of March and on May 16
th

 it was reported that 

BCARC handled all communications.  On May 17
th

 there was a follow-up article. 

At some point between 1969 and 1973 the Club went from meeting twice a month on Thursdays to once a month on 

the 1
st
 Wednesday of the month.  Notices of a meeting were given on Oct 2

nd
, 3

rd
, and 4

th 
(pg.1 and 22) for a meeting 

on October 3
rd

.  The article of the 4
th

 seems to be a day late but stated that the Club had been inactive for some time 

and was calling for reactivation.  The meeting was to be held in the Washington Power building. 

Two more meeting notices were given on November 6
th

 and 7
th

 for a November 6
th

 meeting in the WP building. 

 



Page 11 of the Sandpoint News Bulletin on March 8th, 1973 

 

  



Page 8 of the Daily Bee on May 16th, 1973 

 

  



Page 4 of the Sandpoint News Bulletin on May 17th, 1973 

 

Page 3 on October 2
nd

 and Page 6 on October 3rd, 1973 in the Daily Bee 

 

  



Page 1 and 22 of the Sandpoint News Bulletin on October 4th, 1973 

 

Page 3 of the Daily Bee on November 6
th

 and 7th, 1973 

 

 

   ********************1974****************** 

1974 was a lean year with only two announcements of meetings on August 7
th

 and January 1
st
 (1975) at the WP 

building. 

Page 7 of the Daily Bee on August 7th, 1974 

 

Page 7 of the Daily Bee on December 31st, 1974 

 

   ********************1975****************** 

Again there were only two announcements of meetings at the WP building. One to be held on Thursday and the 

other on Wednesday, so it would seem the next meeting date may have been decided at each meeting or they 

alternated Wednesday and Thursday meeting dates? 

  



Page 3 on January 2
nd

 and Page 6 on February 5th, 1975 of the Daily Bee 

 

   ********************1976****************** 

Both the Sandpoint Daily Bee and the Sandpoint News Bulletin announced the implementation of a free radio course 

by BCARC to be held at the First Baptist Church beginning on Thursday 23 September and lasting several weeks. 

Page 9 of the Daily Bee and the Sandpoint News Bulletin on September 22nd, 1976 

 

 

   ********************1977****************** 

In 1977 reporting of the Club’s activities again picked up with six announcements. 

January 17
th

, 18
th

, 19
th

, and 20
th

 saw announcements of the Club’s radio course at the First 

Baptist Church and on the 28
th

 an announcement of code and theory instruction at the WWP 

Building. 

On November 9
th

 they donated a complete set Amateur and Electronics published by ARRL to 

the library. 

 

  



Page 3 of the Daily Bee on Monday, January 17th, 18
th

, 19
th

, 20
th

 1977 

 

Page 3 of the Daily Bee on January 28th, 1977 

 

Page 14 of the Sandpoint News Bulletin on November 9th, 1977 

 

   *****************1978 – 1979*************** 

I didn’t find any announcements. 

   ********************1980****************** 

There were three announcements, July 1
st
, 2

nd
, and 3

rd
 of their Thursday July 3

rd
 meeting at the WWP building where 

members would view two films. (Apparently back to 1
st
 Thursday of the month.) 

  



Page 8 of the Daily Bee on July 1
st 

& 2
nd

, Page 14 on 3rd, 1980 

 

********************1981****************** 

The Club sponsored the Kootenai River Days on July 25
th

. 

On the 14
th

 and 30
th

 of September, in the Daily Bee, and the 16
th

 of September in the Sandpoint News Bulletin, it 

was reported the Club would hold its meeting at the Library. This is the 1
st
 mention in several years of a set 1

st
 

Thursday of each month meeting date.  

The Daily Bee reported on November 30
th

 and December 1
st 

and 2
nd

, with the Sandpoint News Bulletin reporting on 

the 2
nd 

of December that the next meeting would be at the home of Fred Arndt. 

Page 3 of the Daily Bee on July 16th, 1981 

 

Page 6 on September 14th, Page 13 on September 16th,  and Page 8 on September 30th, 1981 in the Daily 

Bee 

 

Page 4 on November 30th, Page 10 on December 1st, and Page 9 on December 2nd, 1981 in the Daily Bee 

 



Page 9 of the Sandpoint News Bulletin on December 2nd, 1981 

 

   ********************1982****************** 

It seems as though there was no set meeting place as various meeting places were announced (Sandpoint Library, at 

member’s homes, and Don Duebel).  There also seems to be conflicting information as to the meeting place for 

April of this year. In one article dated the 26
th

 of March, which would be for the April 1
st
 meeting, the Daily Bee 

states the meeting will be held at the Sandpoint Library.   While another notice from the Daily Bee on the 29
th

 and 

30
th

 of March states it will be held at the home of Don LaMoreaux. The Sandpoint News Bulletin on the 31
st
 of 

March also states it will be held at the home of Don LaMoreaux.  Meeting times also varied between 7:30 PM and 

8:00 PM. 

Page 9 on March 26th, Page 12 of the Daily Bee on April 16th, Page 10 on April 20
th

, Page 15 in the Daily 

Bee and Page 7 of the Sandpoint News Bulletin on April 21st, 1982 

 

Page 7 on March 29th, Page 12 on March 30
th

, and Page 9 on March 31st, 1982 in the Daily Bee 

 

Page 10 of the Sandpoint Daily Bee on May 6th, 1982 

 

 

Page 10 of the Daily Bee on August 31st, Page 8 of the Daily Bee & Page 4 of the Sandpoint News Bulletin 

on September 1st, 1982 

 

Page 8 of the Sandpoint Daily Bee on September 2nd, 1982 

 

 



   ********************1983****************** 

No mention of BCARC found. 

 

   ********************1984****************** 

To raise funding for the repeater on Baldy Mountain the Club held a raffle for ½ a side of beef.  This was announced 

in the Daily Bee on the 2
nd

 of May.   The winner of the drawing, reported on the 12
th

 of September, was a vegetarian 

by the name of Chris Bessler.  The drawing netted about $800 toward the repeater. 

They participated in field day on the 23
rd

 & 24
th

 of June on the property of club member Gene Schraurt.  They had 

304 QSO’s and 11 participants. 

  

Page 17 of the Daily Bee and the Sandpoint News Bulletin on May 2nd, 1984 

 



 

   ********************1985****************** 

No references were found for 1985. 

 

Page 23 of the Daily Bee and the Sandpoint News Bulletin on July 25th, 1984 

 

Page 19 of the Daily Bee and the Sandpoint News Bulletin on September 12th, 1984 

 

Page 1 of the Daily Bee on November 14th, 1984 

 



   ********************1986****************** 

In January the Lions Club extended its lease which allowed BCARC to be a sub-tenant. 

In May the Club was thanked for its participation in the “Spring Run-off”. 

Page 1 of the Daily Bee on January 9th, 1986 

 

Page 7 of the Daily Bee on May 6th, 1986 

 

    



********************1987****************** 

The Club was again thanked for its participation in the “Spring Run-off”. 

Page 6 of the Daily Bee on May 1st, 1987 

 

  ********************1988****************** 

I didn’t find any announcements. 

   ********************1989****************** 

This was another banner year of reporting with the Club holding its meetings at Harold’s Foods Snack Bar. 

Another thank you was given by the North Idaho Learning Center for the Club’s help in the Sandpoint Spring Run-

off. 

Page 8 on May 4
th

, Page 1 on May 5
th

, Pages 1 & 8 on June 2
nd

, Page 3 on July 4
th

, Page 5 on July 6
th

, and 

Page 1 on July 7
th

, Page 3 on August 2
nd

, 30
th

 ,31
st
, Page 3 on September 6th, Page 6 on September 7th, 

Page 5 on October 3rd, Page 3 on  October 4th, Page 6 on October 5th, Page 1 on October 6th, Page 3 on 

October 31
st
 and November 1st, and Page 5 on November 2nd, 1989 in the Daily Bee 

 

  



Page 9 of the Daily Bee on May 17th, 1989 

 

   ********************1990****************** 

The Club continued to meet at Harold’s. 

Page 3 on January 3
rd

, Page 4 on January 4
th

, Page 1and 5 on January 5
th

, Page 6 on January 30
th

, Page 3 on 

January 31
st
, Page 1 on February 2

nd
, Page 7 on February 27

th
, Page 7 on February 27

th
, Page 5 on February 

28
th

, Page 5 on March 1
st
, Page 1 on March 2

nd
, Page 9 on April 3

rd
, Page 5 on April 4

th
, Page 5 on April 5

th
, 

Page 3 on April 6
th

, Page 5 on May 1
st
, Page 4 on May 2

nd
, Page 4 on May 3

rd
, Page 5 on May 4

th
, Page 4 on 

July 3
rd

, Page 4 on July 4
th

, Page 5 on July 5
th

, Page 5 on July 6
th

, Page 3 on August 1
st
, Page 10 on August 2

nd
, 

Page 1 and 3 on August 3
rd

, Page 6 on September 4
th

, Page 3 on September 5
th

, Page 6 on  September 6
th

, and 

Page 3 on September 7
th

, 1990 in the Daily Bee 

 

   ********************1991****************** 

No mention of BCARC found. 

   ********************1992****************** 

The Daily Bee had an obituary for Fred Arndt’s passing.  Fred was a long time member and 

guiding force in the Club. 



Daily Bee on September 22nd, 1992 Page : 10 

 

   ********************1993****************** 

No articles found. 

   ********************1994****************** 

No mention of BCARC found. 

   ********************1995****************** 

The Club announced plans to participate in the ARRL field day event where they would operate from the 

Fairgrounds on June 23
rd

 & 24
th

.   

In June they announced their sponsorship of the FCC license exam held at the Priest River Library.  They again 

sponsored exams in July, August, September, and October at the same location. 

  



Page 7 of the Daily Bee on June 17th, 1995 

 

 

On June 7
th

 (Page 19), 8
th

 (Page 4), 9
th

 (Page 12), 10
th

 (Page 14), July 13
th

 (Page 4) and 14
th

 

(Page 7), August 11
th

 (Page 12), 12
th

 (Page 4), Page 10 September 9
th

, Page 12 October 12th, 

13
th

 (Page 10), 14
th

 (Page 6) of the Daily Bee 

 

   ********************1996****************** 

An article on April 13
th

 on the Daily Bee stated the Rotary Club would again sponsor the triathlon race and that 

some of last year’s proceeds had helped BCARC. 

  



Page 7 on April 13th, 1996 in the Daily Bee 

 

   ********************1997****************** 

The Lions Club again thanked BCARC for furnishing “superb” communications support. 

Page 4 of the Daily Bee on July 10th, 1997 

 



   ********************1998****************** 

The Club lost one of its founding members and driving forces with the passing of Malcolm Fredstrom on July 9
th

. 

On that same page (Page 4) in the Daily Bee, the Club was again thanked by the Lions Club for providing 

communications.  BCARC was acknowledged for contributing to the Lake-to-Forest Triathlon on July 24
th

 and 25
th

. 

Page 4 in the Daily Bee on July 10th, 1998 

 



 



Page 6 of the Daily Bee on July 24th, 1998 

 

Page 7 of the Daily Bee on July 25th, 1998 

 

   ********************1999****************** 

The Lions Club Parade was “soggy” in 1999, but thanks was given to the Club for their support. 

  



Page 4 of the Daily Bee on July 8th, 1999 

 

 

   ********************2000****************** 

I’m not sure if the notice on the 9
th

 of September of the FCC testing was sponsored by BCARC but in that same 

article it announced the Club would hold a “pot-luck” picnic at the Coty Beach pavilion.  This was followed up on 

the 10
th

. 

Page 7 of the Daily Bee on September 9th, 2000 

 

Page 1 and 2 in the Daily Bee on September 10
th

  

 

 



   ********************2001****************** 

The Club received thanks from the Lions Club and from Duane Titus for repairing his antenna when he couldn’t do 

it. 

Page 4 of the Daily Bee on July 10th, 2001 

 

Page 1 of the Daily Bee on August 31st, 2001 

 

   ********************2002****************** 

In 2002 the Club obtained its status as a non-profit 501(c) (3) charitable Idaho Corporation, with the Federal ID 

Number 82-0425697, to promote amateur radio and serve the interests of the communities in Bonner County Idaho.  

Again, this year we participated in the Lions Club Parade and held our “pot-luck” picnic at the Sandpoint City 

Beach.  

In October, Jeff Yetters, a club member, opens the “Wireless Works” 

In November it was noted that the Club had received funds from the Lake to Forest Triathlon proceeds. 

 



Page 4 of the Daily Bee on July 11th, 2002 

 
Page 3 on September 4th, Page 8 on September 7th, and Page 2 on September 8th, 2002 in the Daily Bee 

 
Page 2 of the Daily Bee on October 18th, 2002 

The Yetters Open “The Wireless Works” 

 
Page 6 of the Daily Bee on November 7th, 2002 

 

   ********************2003****************** 

On 14 Feb 2003, the Club was granted a sequentially numbered club call sign of KD7UJQ and on July 2, 2003, the 

Club’s call sign was changed to K7JEP in memory of Neal Fredstrom 

On June 8
th

 Club Member Paul Davis became a silent key. 



BCARC didn’t miss participating in the Lions Club Parade and was awarded a plaque.  BCARC received funds from 

the Lake to Forest Triathlon proceeds. 

Page 4 of the Daily Bee on June 12th, 2003 

 

 

Page 4 of the Daily Bee on July 15th, 2003 

Community’s help made Fourth fantastic 

 

  



Page 6 of the Daily Bee on September 9th, 2003 

 

Page 6 of the Daily Bee on November 7th, 2003 

Lake to Forest Triathlon Donates $3,150 to Community organizations 

 

   ********************2004****************** 

On January 4
th

 the Club’s member Glenn Rusk became a silent key. 

BCARC furnished communications for the Lions Parade and held its “pot-luck” picnic at City Beach. 

  



Page 10 on January 7th, and Page 3 on January 8th, 2004 of the Daily Bee 

 

Page 4 of the Daily Bee on July 22nd, 2004 

Sandpoint Lions thank community 

 

Page 9 on August 6
th

 and Page 13 on August 7th, 2004 in the Daily Bee 

 

  ********************2005****************** 

The Club’s president was Warren Weber. 

We didn’t miss this year’s Lions Club Parade. 

  



Page 4 of the Daily Bee on July 10th, 2005 

Community’s generosity helps Lions help others 

 

Page 5 of the Daily Bee on August 11th, 2005 (Photo un-recognizable –not copied) 

 

   ********************2006****************** 

BCARC received financial assistance from Bizarre Bazaar, Art Long, president of the Lions Club, again thanked the 

Club for its assistance, and the Club held its annual “pot-luck” picnic at City Beach. 

  



Page 7 of the Daily Bee on March 31st, 2006 

 

Page 4 of The Daily Bee on July 13th, 2006 

 

  



Page 1 of the Daily Bee on August 8th, 2006 

 

   ********************2007****************** 

The Club received a donation of surplus equipment from the county and we continued our support of the Lions Club 

Parade. 

Page 6 of the Daily Bee on January 19th, 2007 

 

  



Page 4 of the Daily Bee on July 22nd, 2007 

 

   ********************2008****************** 

The Club again responded to the 4
th

 of July Parade’s needs. 

Page 4 of the Daily Bee on July 17th, 2008 

 



   ********************2009****************** 

Once again we participated in the Lions Club Parade. 

Page 4 of the Daily Bee on July 21st, 2009 

 

 

 ********************2010****************** 

The ARRL’s website’s records for field day only go back to 2010.  So, aside from any articles specifically 

mentioning participation in previous years, I began tracking the Clubs yearly participation from this point in the 

ARRL field day event and found no participation for this year. 

We again helped the Lions Club. 

  



Page 4 of the Daily Bee on July 15th, 2010 

 

   ********************2011****************** 

No participation in ARRL field day or articles found. 

   ********************2012****************** 

BCARC did not participate in ARRL field day.  They received a grant from the Community Assistance League.  A 

“plug” was given on April 14
th

 by Susan Bates-Harbuck (a staff reporter) for their April meeting on the 16
th

 at the 

Library.  This was a Monday, so I don’t know if the day of the month had been changed or this was a special 

meeting.  

Page 9 on February 14th, Page 10 on March 13th, Page 9 on May 8th, Page 9 on April 10th, Page 9 on June 

12th, Page 9 on July 10th, Page 9 on October 9th, 2012 in the Daily Bee 

 

Page 57 of the Daily Bee on February 29th, 2012 



 

Page 3 of the Daily Bee on March 30th, 2012 

 

Page 3 of the Daily Bee on April 14th, 2012 

 

  



Page 67 of the Daily Bee on September 9th, 2012  

“Bonner County Amateur Radio Club meeting 7 p.m. Panhandle Health Building.” (article almost un-

readable) 

   ********************2013****************** 

 (From the Daily Bee and *Gary Dingman KG7CSD -past president.) 

The Daily Bee had notices in February, March, May, June, and July of the Club’s upcoming meetings at the 

Panhandle Health Building.   

*Gary Dringman advised the Club held its meetings at the Panhandle Health Building until they relocated.  Meetings 

were then held at Eichart’s Pub before moving to the VFW site.  Gary states he is sure the Club has not missed a 

Lions Club Parade since 2013. 

Dave Holten N7UTG was the president in 2013. 

I did find that K7JEP participated in the ARRL field Day.  One of the problems with reporting results is that ARRL 

keeps changing the way they calculate scores.  K7JEP had 880 for a total score with 95 QSO’s, and 24 participants. 

Page 11 on February 12th, Page 9 on March 12th, Page 9 on Tuesday, April 9th, Page 11 on May 14th, Page 9 

on June 11th, Page 2 on July 7
th

 and Page 9 on July 9
th

 in the Daily Bee 

 

   ********************2014****************** 

 (*From Gary Dingman KG7CSD - past president) 

*Larry Westerfeld KF7TNA (silent key) was the president and driving force in getting the HooDoo repeater. 

*Bill Eisele WB7TQN & Sylvia Eisele KE7HFK held a “pot-luck” BBQ at their place on Old Mill Rd. on the 24
th

 of 

August.  They also stored the Club’s trailer, under shelter, at their place.  Bill was also instrumental in managing the 

repeater system. 

The Club’s records show a membership of 30 licensed amateurs.  

Adair, Royce  kc7PHQ  

Ballo, Charles  Kg7FAH 

Booker, Bruce  kf7WHP 

Dingman, Gary (Leslie)  kg7CSD  

Domke, Gary (Jackie)  AA2HL 

Eisele, Bill (Sylvia)  wb7TQN 

Eisele, Sylvia (Bill)  ke7HFK  

Foy, Ed  k7VJP  

Fry, Tim (Crystal)  ke7CJV 

Gift, Tim (Deb)  kg7CSE 

Greene, Carl  k7NFW  

Haney, Jeff (Karla)  af7JX  

Haney, Karla (Jeff)  kg7NUP 

Holten, Dave (Lori)  wa7DH  



Holten, Lori (Dave)  kf7IKP  

Howard, Bob  kf7FQQ 

Lawrence, Ed (Ali)  wa5SWD 

Lynskey, Rick (Denise)  kg7RDL  

McClelland, John (Madeline)  kd6PGS  

Martinelli, Al kg7csg 

Mason, Craig (Bonnie)  kf7JYB 

Mason, Bonnie (Craig)  kf7JYA 

Merritt, Dave (Irene)  w7FYV 

Messia, Ed  kg7SJW 

Nowacki, Wayne  k7ZOX  

Wadds, Elissa  kf7FQR 

Waller, Martin  kg7LRV 

Wieland, Bill  kb8DBY 

Worley, Brian (Dana)  kd7MTH 

Worley, Dana (Brian)  kf7FQP  

No participation in ARRL field day found. 

REPEATER INFO FROM HISTORIC EMAIL 

Aug 9, 2014, 

To all BCARC members, the club radio system is now 

completed and working. It has been a struggle for some 

time to try and get all the repeaters and bases on line. But 

we did. Thanks to help of many people, Brian Worley, Bill 

Eslele,, John McCelland, Rick Linskey and Myself. It has 

only been possible because of the people who worked we 

me to make it happen.. Thank You each and every one ust 

in me to make it happen. The club has 4 repeaters and 2 

simplex bases all linked together. Below is a location of 

each site and the Frequency's for each. 

HOO DOO MT. UHF REPEATER TX-443.375 MHZ AND 

A TONE OF 136.5 AND A 5 MEG OFFSET WITH A 

123.0 TONE OUTPUT. 

HOO DOO MT. VHF REPEATER TX-145.490 MHZ AND 

A TONE OF 136.5 AND A 600 KC OFFSET AND A 123.0 

TONE OUT. 

THE SAGLE REPEATER IS LOCATED AT THE MC 

CELLAND RANCH AND NOT GOLD MT. IT IS A VHF 

REPEATER TX-146.780 MHX AND A TONE OF 100.0 

AND A 600 KC OFFSET WITH A 123.0 TONE OUT 

THE SAMUELS REPEATER IS LOCATED JUST 

NORTH OF SAMUELS UP OLD MILL RD AND IS A 

UHF REPEATER TX-443.875 AND A 123.0 TONE AND 

A 5 MEG OFFSET AND A 123.0 TONE OUT 

PRIEST RIVER BASE IS LOCATED AT THE WEST 

PONDARY FD ON HIWAY 57 IT IS A SIMPLEX BASE 

RX/TX 144.910 MHZ AND A 100.0 TONE 

SPIRIT LAKE BASE IS LOCATED AT MY HOUSE 

AND IS A SIMPLEX BASE WITH A RX/TX 146.720 

AND A TONE OF 123.0 



********************2015****************** 

 (*From Gary Dingman KG7CSD - past president.) 

*The officers for 2015 were Rick Lynskey K7RDL - president, Jeff Haney AF7JX – vice president, Sylvia Eisele 

KE7HFK – secretary/treasurer, and Bill Eisele WB7TQN – director. 

No participation in ARRL field day found. 

   ********************2016****************** 

 (*From Gary Dingman KG7CSD - past president.) 

*The officers for 2016 were Gary Dingman KG7CSD - president, Wayne Hutchison W7ZOX – vice president, 

Sylvia Eisele KE7HFK – secretary/treasurer, and Rick Lynskey K7RDL – director. 

No participation in ARRL field day found. 

   ********************2017****************** 

 (*From Gary Dingman KG7CSD - past president.) 

*The officers for 2017 were Gary Dingman KG7CSD - president, Eric Anderson AF7YQ – vice president, with 

Sylvia Eisele KE7HFK – secretary/treasurer. 

2017 is the first year that shows K7JEP’s domain name being renewed for 1 year so I assume the Club had a website 

in 2016.   Dave Holten was the webmaster. 

No participation in ARRL field day found. 

INTERESTING - DECEMBER 2017 A 10METER CLUB NET 

TRIAL FROM BCARC COAX NEWSLETTER 

VP Eric Anderson, AF7YQ sez: 

Our initial 10 meter net test last night was not a roaring success. 

Here is the check in list: 

AF7YQ Net Control 

K7LJG Backup Net Control 

K7LNA 

K7MEE 

K7AVR 

KE6WHN 

KG7LRV 

The first 3 I could hear well. After that, I could hear but not 

understand - in other words, they were 

below S1. K7LNA and K7AVR provided some relay service, as 

did K7LJG. It would appear that I can get out better than I can get 

"in." The mountain behind my house is formidable. I am surprised 

I get out to the west. Apparently bounce off of some mountains to 

the east of me… But I don’t get the bounce back. 



If we are going to continue, someone other than me, with the giant 

impediment in my back yard (the mountain) should take on the 

Net Control position. We did not attempt to have any discussions 

or pass any messages or any other communications other than call 

letters, handles, and signal reports. The net lasted 25 minutes, 

approximately, at 28.400 MHz USB. 

   ********************2018****************** 

 (*From Gary Dingman KG7CSD - past president.) 

*The officers for 2018 remained the same: Gary Dingman KG7CSD - president, Eric Anderson AF7YQ – vice 

president, with Sylvia Eisele KE7HFK – secretary/treasurer 

No participation in ARRL field day found. 

   ********************2019******************* 

 (*From Gary Dingman KG7CSD - past president.) 

*In 2019 Gary and Eric remained as president and vice president.  The secretary/treasurer became Dan Elsbury 

KI7VKB and Warren Webber N7WEB became the Club’s repeater trustee. 

At some point in either 2019 or 2020 the Club’s trailer was moved to Dan Elsbury’s residence in Ponderay for 

storage. 

The year’s membership applications, some of which may be missing, shows 29 members. 

No participation in ARRL field day found. 

   ********************2020******************* 

 (*From Gary Dingman KG7CSD - past president.) 

*Dan Elsbury became the Club’s president, Richard Kroll KI7LFD becoming the vice president.  Warren Webber 

became the secretary/treasurer and remained as the repeater trustee. 

The year’s membership applications, I’m sure some are missing, shows 16 members. 

No participation in ARRL field day found. 

   ********************2021******************* 

 (*From Gary Dingman KG7CSD - past President: :”Dan remained the president for 2021, with John Ailport 

K7BSV becoming the vice president.  Gary Dingman took over as the Club’s secretary/treasurer.”) 

I, Gary White, K2KKB, joined BCARC in late 2021 and as I’m terrible at remembering names began compiling a 

list of members I could refer to in placing faces with names.  This later evolved into the official membership roster. 

Records show membership for the year as 20 with no participation in ARRL field day. 

The Club was meeting at the VFW Hall in Sandpoint. 

 

 



   ********************2022******************* 

In 2022 John Ailport was elected president, Jim Morford KJ7SEN became the vice president, Ken Conradi KF7FDN 

as secretary, Pat Cox KJ7SJU took over as treasurer, and I became the webmaster. 

The Club continued to meet at the VFW Hall and 2022 saw many revisions in the Club’s operations and an increase 

in meeting attendance.  With John Kludt’s (K7SYS) help the monthly presentations went from a paper easel to a 

projected PowerPoint presentation.  The Club sold its trailer, as it wasn’t being used, and the proceeds placed back 

in the treasury.  On the 2
nd

 of June, John Kludt started the groups.io site where members can enjoy discussing topics 

of interest.  In the later part of the year the Club made its beginning steps at making the meetings available to 

members via Zoom. 

The Club’s events included providing security communications for the Long Bridge Swim, the Lions Club Parade 

(aka: 4
th

 of July parade), and a BBQ held in conjunction with its participation in the ARRL field day event. 

The Club had a field day score of 1334 total points (including 970 bonus points), with 178 QSO’s, and 20 

participants. 

I archived the Club’s records. This is the first year that I have found where the Club’s records were archived.  The 

year ended with 39 members.  I also took over as the Webmaster of the Club’s website K7JEP.org. 

(*From Dave Holten WA7DH – past President: “I believe the website was originally started in the 1990's.  The 

original webmaster, Evelyn Courtney K7EVE, had it hosted on tripod.net as www.tripod.net/bcarc if I remember 

correctly.  She moved to Texas in the early 2000's.  The site was left unattended for a couple years before I took it 

over probably around 2010 or so. By then no one had the Tripod user account login credentials.  I created and 

registered the K7JEP.org domain name that didn't exist before on active-domain.org and set up a new free site on 

x10hosting.com provider using the Drupal web platform.  After several issues with Drupal and getting hacked, I 

converted to the Joomla web platform which seemed to have better support and security.  It was around 2017 that I 

started converting over to WordPress for easier support and maintenance.  After that you know the rest of the 

story.”)  Thank You. 

   ********************2023******************* 

In 2023 the Club continued to meet at the VFW Hall and the officers remained unchanged: John Ailport as 

president, Jim Morford KJ7SEN - vice president, Ken Conradi KF7FDN - secretary, and Pat Cox KJ7SJU as 

treasurer. 

I remained as webmaster, John Kludt was made program chairman, and the Zoom meetings continued to improve 

and, due to its use by the members, were continued. 

The Club again participated in field day and amassed a total of 2550 points.  They had 244 QSO’s and 1150 bonus 

points.  

The Club began making preparations to launch a Pico Balloon in 2024.  The year ended with 56 licensed members. 

   ********************2024******************* 

The Club continued to meet at the VFW Hall and its membership continued to increase as well as the quality of the 

monthly presentations.  There was also an increase in members volunteering to help with Club functions and 

activities.  Colleen Conradi KK7KNL took over the preparation of the Club’s monthly publication, The COAX, and 

greatly increased its content and overall presentation.  She also started a Facebook page for the Club. 

https://k7jep.org/
https://www.facebook.com/bcarck7jep?__tn__=%2Cd


The last 12 issues of the COAX, our meeting presentations in .pdf format, and the Board of Directors notes were 

placed on the Webpage.  Previous years of the COAX, that were available, and the PowerPoint slides of the 

meetings, for anyone needing the original presentation, were also archived on the Club’s Gmail account where 

members could download or review them as needed. 

In February the Club held its second annual swap meet at its regular meeting. It furnished communications for the 

Sandpoint 4
th

 of July Parade and the Long Bridge Swim.  Members participated at the Bonner County Fair and the 

Emergency Preparedness Expo. 

Once again the Club participated in the ARRL’s Field Day event, setting up at the House of the Lord, Highway 41 

Annex in Oldtown, and holding a “taco bar dinner” for the participants.  There were 265 Phone QSOs, 259 digital 

QSOs, and 54 GOTA QSOs. With the addition of 1,990 bonus points, there was a grand total of 3,668 points! By 

comparison, in 2023 they scored a total of 2,550 points. 

 The Club achieved a successful launch of its Pico balloon equipped with a radio transmitter on the 

morning of July 16th.  During its flight, the balloon remained airborne for 7.5 hours before developing a 

leak and descending near Glacier Park in Montana.  Despite failing to reach the jet stream, it was 

considered a success as the balloon reached an altitude of 26,000 feet and successfully transmitted data to 

ground stations. Plans were made for a subsequent launch later. 

The Club ended the year with its annual Christmas dinner and year end review.  It ended the year with 69 

members (20 Extra, 33 General, 15 Technician, and 1 studying). 

   ********************2025******************* 

The Club held its annual business meeting in January and elected Daryl Baird K6KRG as President, John 

Kludt K7SYS Vice-President, Ken Conradi KF7FDN remained as Secretary, and Vernon Walters AI7WS 

elected as Treasurer. 

On Monday, January 27 the Club launched another Pico balloon, named “Dennis” in honor of Colleen 

Conradi’s recently deceased father.  This one had better performance/luck than the previous launches. 

Due to its lack of use from members and the time required for set up, the use of Zoom was discontinued. 

The Club assisted, by furnishing communication support, in the Lion’s Day 4
th
 of July parade. 

The club again participated in the Annual Field Day event with coverage from the Daily Bee.   

 



 

  



Locations where the Club has held its meetings in its 63 year history 

1. District courtroom at the county courthouse 

2. Pastime Café – usually dinner in conjunction with the annual business meeting. 

3. Sandpoint Airport 

4. Old dog pound site west of the airport (4 & 5 maybe the same location) 

5. Location not actually specified but listed as: “on the country road between Great Northern and 

Gooby & Sons Meat Co.” 

6. Washington Water Power Building. 

7. First Baptist Church 

8. Sandpoint East Bonner County Library 

9. Home of Fred Arndt 

10.  Home of Don LaMoreaux 

11. Home of Don Duebel 

12. Sandpoint Lions Club 

13. Harold’s Foods cafeteria (AKA: Harold’s  Snackbar 

14. Panhandle Health Building 

15. Eichardt's Pub 

16. Café 95 in Sagle 

17. VFW Building 

  



Draft 
Past Presidents: 

1. 1961  Neal Fredstrom

2. 1962 Fred Arndt W7IDA 

3. 1963 Unknown (Arndt or Fredstrom?) 

4. 1964 Neal Fredstrom 

5. 1965 Unknown 

6. 1966 Jim Wienand 

7. 1967 Fred Arndt W7IDA 

8. 1968 Roger Williams 

9. 1969 Edmund Bourne 

10. 1970 Unknown 

11. 1971 Unknown 

12. 1972 Unknown 

13. 1973 Don LaMoreaux 

14. 1974 Unknown 

15. 1975 Unknown 

16. 1976 Unknown 

17. 1977 Lew Wetzell W7JCV 

18. 1978 Unknown 

19. 1979 Unknown 

20. 1980 Unknown 

21. 1981 Unknown 

22. 1982 Don LaMoreaux 

23. 1983 Unknown 

24. 1984 Unknown 

25. 1985 Unknown 

26. 1986 Unknown 

27. 1987 Unknown 

28. 1988 Unknown 

29. 1989 Unknown 

30. 1990 Unknown 

31. 1991 Unknown 

32. 1992 Unknown 

33. 1993 Unknown 

34. 1994 Unknown 

35. 1995 Unknown 

36. 1996 Unknown 

37. 1997 Unknown 

38. 1998 Unknown 

39. 1999 Unknown 

40. 2000 Unknown 

41. 2001 Unknown 

42. 2002 Unknown 

43. 2003 Unknown 

44. 2004 Unknown 

45. 2005 Warren Weber 

46. 2006 Unknown 

47. 2007 Unknown 

48. 2008 Unknown 

49. 2009 Unknown 

50. 2010 Unknown 

51. 2011 Unknown 

52. 2012 Unknown 

53. 2013 Dave Holten N7UTG 

54. 2014 Larry Westerfeld KF7TNA 

55. 2015 Rick Lynskey K7RDL 

56. 2016 Gary Dingman KG7CSD 

57. 2017 Gary Dingman KG7CSD 

58. 2018 Gary Dingman KG7CSD 

59. 2019 Gary Dingman KG7CSD 

60. 2020 Dan Elsbury KI7UKB 

61. 2021 Dan Elsbury KI7UKB 

62. 2022 John Ailport K7BSV  

63. 2023 John Ailport K7BSV 

64. 2024 John Ailport K7BSV 

65. 2025 Daryl Baird K6KRG 

 

  



Sources: 

1. The Sandpoint Daily Bee archives 

2. The Sandpoint News-Bulletin archives 

3. ARRL records 

4. Find A Grave website 

5. Family Search website 

6. Current Members 

a. Gary Dingman – past president 

7. Past Members: 

a. Dave Holten – past president 

b. Jeffrey Yetter – no response 

c. Ray Marchant – no response (SK?) 


